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1 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; 


2 


MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019; 10:25 A.M. 


3 


ANA MARIA MEJIA, 


4 

5 

having 

been first duly sworn, testifies as 

follows: 

6 


EXAMINATION 


7 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 


8 

Q 

Good morning. Officer. 


9 

A 

Good morning. 


10 

Q 

We've met before. And I'm just going to ask 

11 

you, by 

way of general introduction, if you' 

ve had a 

12 

deposition taken before? 


13 

A 

Yes . 


14 

Q 

Okay. On how many occasions? 


15 

A 

Once. 


16 

Q 

Okay. And you've also testified in 

. court, I 

17 

suppose? 



18 

A 

Yes . 


19 

Q 

On how many occasions, estimate? 


20 

A 

I can't give you total amount, but 

that's been 

21 

a lot over the history of my career. 


22 

Q 

More than 10 times? 


23 

A 

Yes . 


24 

Q 

Okay. Is it okay if I waive what we call "the 

25 

admonition," the instruction that I give on 

depos or 


HINES REPORTERS 


4 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Ana Maria Mejia 


1 

do you want me to go through them? 

2 

MR. AGUILERA: No, we'll waive. If anything 

3 

comes up, we'll deal with it. 

4 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

5 

Q Okay. All right. Thank you. And you agree 

6 

with your counsel; right? 

7 

A Yes. 

8 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. Counsel, sorry, I forgot 

9 

the last name again. I confuse the name — 

10 

MR. AGUILERA: Sure. It's — first name is 

11 

Daniel, and last name is Aguilera, A-g-u-i-l-e-r-a. 

12 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q Okay. Got that. So, we are here today to 

14 

talk about the case involving Holiday Liquor and Abdul 

15 

Sheriff and the — the lawsuit brought by the People 

16 

requesting an injunction on abatement of nuisance. 

17 

And I'm sure you're familiar with the case; correct? 

18 

A Yes. 

19 

Q And you are involved in the investigation of 

20 

the incident leading up to the lawsuit; correct? 

21 

A Yes. 

22 

MS. ROBERTSON: I'm going to object. That 

23 

that's vague and ambiguous. And also. I'll just, urn. 

24 

add, Mani, if it's okay with you, to the extent Dan 

25 

has any objections to the form of the question, I'm 
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1 

going to join in those. 

2 

I can state that every time, but I think it's 

3 

probably easier if we just stipulate that the People 

4 

will join in any objections to form. 

5 

Is that okay with you? 

6 

MR. NWABUZOR: If it's agreeable, that's fine. 

7 

I think that would make it smooth. 

8 

MR. AGUILERA: That's fine with me. 

9 

MS ROBERTSON: And I'm sorry, she already 

10 

answered that question. 

11 

So, again, I object to the question as vague 

12 

and ambiguous. And I'll move to strike the answer to 

13 

the extent that it's unclear what you were asking. 

14 

MR. AGUILERA: You want to re-ask it? 

15 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q Are you confused by the question? 

17 

A You can re-ask — you can ask it again. 

18 

Q Okay. Were you involved in the investigation 

19 

of the incidents involving the nuisance activities 

20 

alleged around Holiday Liquor? 

21 

A When you say "incidents," what incidents? 

22 

Q The — let me put it this way: Do you have 

23 

any information that there are gang activities in the 

24 

area around Holiday Liquor? 

25 

A I have information about the gang activity in 


HINES REPORTERS 


6 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Ana Maria Mejia 


1 

the entire area, including where Holiday Liquor is 

2 

located. 

3 

Q Okay. 

4 

MR. AGUILERA: But are you asking regarding 

5 

the time during which her declaration talks about or 

6 

just any time? 

7 

MR. NWABUZOR: Well, that is why I say — 

8 

again, my question — original question, which I 

9 

believe was leading up to the filing of the lawsuit. 

10 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. 

11 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

12 

Q So, were you involved in investigation? 

13 

A Well, when you say "investigation," it’s — 

14 

it's confusing. Because if you're investigating — 

15 

I'm not a detective. So, when you say 

16 

"investigating," it's — you have — it's very vague. 

17 

Q Okay. So, with respect to this particular 

18 

lawsuit, it's my information that you were the SLO, 

19 

which is the Senior Lead Officer, in that area; 

20 

correct? 

21 

A Yes. 

22 

Q Can you tell us your duties of the SLO? 

23 

A A Senior Lead Officer basically does community 

24 

engagements in the area. So you're assigned a 

25 

specific area of the division with the department, and 
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you go to your community meetings. Any complaints 

2 

that the residents have — quality-of-life issues — 

3 

whether it's businesses, residence, urn, you engage 

4 

within the community, and you take care of those 

5 

situations that come up every day. 

6 

Q So, you are the connection — 

7 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry? You are the 

8 

connection? 

9 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

10 

Q You are the connection with the community on 

11 

the law enforcement regarding the quality-of-life 

12 

issues in that area? 

13 

A Yeah. Any concerns, crime, et cetera. 

14 

Q And it's my understanding that you became the 

15 

SLO some time in 2014; correct? 

16 

A Yes. 

17 

Q Okay. And as a SLO, do you have any policy 

18 

manuals that defines your duty as a SLO in the 

19 

community? 

20 

A No. 

21 

Q And have you formulated anyone? 

22 

A I'm sorry? 

23 

Q And have you formulated anyone — like 

24 

something that you use as a guide in the interaction 

25 

with the members in the community? 
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MR. AGUILERA: Like, has she written one? 

2 


MR. NWABUZOR: Correct. 

3 


MR. AGUILERA: Have you written a manual? 

4 


THE WITNESS: No. 

5 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

6 

Q 

Okay. And as the SLO, do you have any 

7 

specific 

members of the community that you interact 

8 

with in 

the neighborhood? 

9 

A 

Yes . 

10 

Q 

Okay. Who are those? 

11 

A 

Numerous people in the community. 

12 

Q 

Like, can you give us by way of example? 

13 


For instance, do you have neighborhood council 

14 

in that 

area or within the neighborhood? 

15 

A 

We do have a neighborhood council meeting in 

16 

the area 

, yes . 

17 

Q 

And do you interact with the president of the 

18 

neighborhood council? 

19 

A 

I interact with anyone that goes to that 

20 

meeting 

and, urn, the folks that sit up on the board of 

21 

the neighborhood council. So my main contacts are 

22 

some of 

those members on there. 

23 

Q 

That is, the members of the board of 

24 

neighborhood council; correct? 

25 

A 

Just who hold the meeting — who are 
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1 

responsible for holding the meeting. 

2 

Q Okay. And do they go by any office 

3 

designations? Like president? Vice? Secretary? To 

4 

your knowledge? 

5 

A Not that I'm aware of. 

6 

Q Does any particular person — 

7 

THE REPORTER: I'm sorry. 

8 

MR. NWABUZOR: I need to speak up. I speak 

9 

very softly with the accent. 

10 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

11 

Q Is any particular person, between 2014 and 

12 

present, that you speak mainly with regarding the 

13 

activities in the area? 

14 

MR. AGUILERA: Well, let me — let me just 

15 

interpose an objection that the question may be 

16 

overbroad. I'm also concerned that it may violate 

17 

some kind of confidentiality on any ongoing 

18 

investigations that do not deal with this case. 

19 

So, because I'm not familiar with them. 

20 

Officer, you can name people that are involved with 

21 

this case. However, if you have — if the department. 

22 

to your knowledge, is engaged in investigations that 

23 

are ongoing and, you know, somebody's name comes to 

24 

mind, I'm going to ask you not to divulge that name. 

25 

Otherwise, if you can work around my 
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objection, you can answer. 

2 

MS. ROBERTSON: Can I ask, is the question 

3 

specifically with respect to the neighborhood council 

4 

who she is dealing with? 

5 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yeah. I'm talking about the 

6 

neighborhood council as far as this issue is 

7 

concerned. 

8 

MR. AGUILERA: This issue? 

9 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yeah. And I want us to be 

10 

clear. I'm not going to interrogate you on any wider 

11 

investigation of the police regarding activities in 

12 

the area including some of the activities. I know 

13 

that may be privacy issue on some of that 

14 

constitutional protection. That's not my purpose 

15 

here. 

16 

My purpose is to figure out what accord to the 

17 

extent that it — 

18 

THE REPORTER: Wait. The purpose is to figure 

19 

out — 

20 

MR. NWABUZOR: What happened in the incident 

21 

going back to my client. And if there's any issue of 

22 

concern, you can always discuss with Mr. Aguilera, and 

23 

then you decide on how to respond. Okay? 

24 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

25 

/ / / 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q 

With that in mind, between the period of 2014 

3 

and present, did you discuss the issue of alleged 

4 

nuisance 

activities around Holiday Liquor with the 

5 

neighborhood council? 

6 

A 

Yes . 

7 

Q 

On how many occasions? 

8 

A 

I *m not sure. 

9 

Q 

Did you talk with any member of the 

10 

neighborhood council, like an officer, regarding the 

11 

alleged 

nuisance activities? 

12 

A 

Another police officer? 

13 

Q 

No. Officers of the neighborhood council. 

14 

A 

Like, the city council? 

15 

Q 

No. 

16 


MR. AGUILERA: No, no. So, I think your 

17 

question 

assumes that she knows if there are officers. 

18 

and who 

they are, of the neighborhood council. 

19 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

20 

Q 

Correct. Let me actually lay the foundation. 

21 


Do you know if the neighborhood council has 

22 

officers 

9 

23 

A 

Police officers? 

24 

Q 

No. Neighborhood — like, president of the 

25 

neighborhood council, chairman of the neighborhood 
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council? 

Anything like that. 

2 

A 

Well, the people that I deal with at the 

3 

neighborhood council meeting are the residents and 

4 

businesses that live in the community and then who 

5 

sits at 

the front that are on the neighborhood council 

6 

board. 


7 

Q 

Okay. 

8 

A 

So, the main person I deal with is the 

9 

gentleman that holds the meetings. 

10 

Q 

Okay. Do you know the name of the gentleman? 

11 

A 

Steven Meeks. 

12 


MR. AGUILERA: Can I take a quick break? 

13 


MR. NWABUZOR: Sure. 

14 


(Off the record.) 

15 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q 

Aside from Steven Meeks, as an officer of the 

17 

neighborhood council, did you talk with any other 

18 

officer 

of the neighborhood council with respect to 

19 

the activity in the area? 

20 

A 

Yes . 

21 

Q 

Okay. And who is that? 

22 

A 

There's other individuals. I don't — I don't 

23 

think that it's necessary to know everyone's name due 

24 

to safety reasons and respect for their 

25 

confidentiality. 
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1 

MR. AGUILERA: So, at this point, do you want 

2 

to have that discussion? 

3 

MR. NWABUZOR: Well, yeah. If we want to have 

4 

it off the record, I will discuss it then, but I 

5 

reserve my right to — 

6 

MR. AGUILERA: Absolutely. 

7 

MR. NWABUZOR: — to compel the disclosure of 

8 

the names to the extent this will help with defense of 

9 

my client. But we'll have the conversation. 

10 

Let's go off the record. 

11 

(Off the record. ) 

12 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q So, are you able to disclose this information 

14 

or are you concerned that officer safety will prevent 

15 

you from disclosing the information? 

16 

A I don't know who are officers. I'm confused 

17 

on — 

18 

MR. AGUILERA: Officers of the neighborhood 

19 

council? 

20 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, I — 

21 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

22 

Q But officers or leaders, people on the board. 

23 

people that sit in front. 

24 

A Well, the main person that I deal with for the 

25 

scheduling of the meetings is Steven Meeks. 
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1 

Q Okay. So, when was the last time you spoke to 

2 

Steven Meeks regarding activities within the area of 

3 

Hollywood Liquor {sic}? 

4 

A I speak with Steven Meeks — 

5 

Q Sorry, not Hollywood — Holiday. Sorry. 

6 

A When I speak with Steven Meeks, it's just 

7 

discussing when we're holding the meetings and whether 

8 

they're council, whether I am there or assigned 

9 

something else. It's just the scheduling. 

10 

And then folks in the community that have 

11 

their complaints is what I deal with separately. 

12 

outside that meeting. 

13 

Q Okay. Now, my question, again, is that with 

14 

respect to Holiday Liquor and the activities alleged 

15 

as nuisance in the area, when was the last time you 

16 

spoke to Steven Meeks about that? 

17 

A Um, I can't — I don't — 

18 

Q Can you give us an estimate? Did that happen 

19 

in the past two months? 

20 

A Um, not with Steven Meeks. 

21 

Q Okay. Would that happen with any other 

22 

person, other than Steven Meeks, in the last two 

23 

months ? 

24 

A In the community? 

25 

Q Yes. 
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1 

A 

Yes . 

2 

Q 

And are you in the position to disclose the 

3 

information of the person? 

4 

A 

No. For officer safety for them and the 

5 

safety 

of their well-being in the community. 

6 

Q 

Did you talk to Steven Meeks regarding the 

7 

activities around Holiday Liquor since January 1st, 

8 

2019 to 

' now? 

9 

A 

No. I was assigned elsewhere. 

10 

Q 

Okay. So, are you still covering the area of 

11 

the West Adams? 

12 

A 

Yes . 

13 

Q 

Okay. What do you mean that you reassigned to 

14 

somewhere else? 

15 

A 

I had a trial. 

16 

Q 

Okay. And how long did the trial last? 

17 

A 

It got trailed. 

18 

Q 

For months? 

19 

A 

It just — 

20 


MR. AGUILERA: Well, how long were you absent 

21 

from being at work because of the trial? 

22 


THE WITNESS: Oh, four weeks. 

23 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

24 

Q 

Okay. So, when was that? 

25 

A 

When was it? 
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1 

Q It was four weeks. What month? 

2 

A Part of December through January. 

3 

Q So, between January to present, have you 

4 

discussed with Steven Meeks about the activities 

5 

around Holiday Liquor? 

6 

A No. 

7 

Q How about between August to December? 

8 

MR. AGUILERA: August of 2018? 

9 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

10 

Q '18, through December 2018? 

11 

A I'm not sure. If complaints come up in a 

12 

meeting, then we address those complaints. But 

13 

individually, if I've had a personal conversation with 

14 

Steven Meeks, it just depends on, you know, what he 

15 

may bring up. 

16 

Q How do you address the complaints that come up 

17 

within the neighborhood involving Holiday Liquor? 

18 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. But you can 

19 

answer. 

20 

THE WITNESS: When I get a complaint regarding 

21 

Holiday Liquor, residents or other businesses will 

22 

complain about the activity if there's crimes that 

23 

have been committed — like a shooting or something 

24 

else, or any activity in or outside the liquor store. 

25 

Those are the complaints that I receive from the 
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1 

community. 

2 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q Okay. And you testified a few moments ago 

4 

that there was a complaint by a resident of the area 

5 

within the past four months; correct? 

6 

A Yes. 

7 

Q Okay. What was the nature of the complaint? 

8 

A Just of the narcotic activity and the gang 

9 

activity. 

10 

Q Okay. And what — what was the substance of 

11 

the complaint as far as Holiday Liquor is concerned? 

12 

A Just that individuals were selling narcotics. 

13 

going inside the liquor store, outside the liquor 

14 

store, and the loitering. And then the homeless 

15 

concern with the alcohol intake and the drug use. 

16 

Q And the information you got from this resident 

17 

said that they are all happening at or around Holiday 

18 

Liquor? 

19 

A Yes. 

20 

Q Okay. And did you do any kind of 

21 

investigation by talking to other members of the 

22 

neighborhood as a result of this complaint? 

23 

A Throughout the years, with that complaint and 

24 

then what I do as a Senior Lead Officer, if it comes 

25 

with gang activity, then that's when I get the gang 
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officers involved. If it comes with a narcotic 

2 

activity, I get the narco detective involved. 

3 

Q And did you get them involved with respect to 

4 

these — 

5 

A I relayed the information to the gang officers 

6 

including the narcotics. 

7 

Q Okay. And, again, the — did this individual 

8 

say specifically that the narcotics activities, the 

9 

loitering activities and the drug use were specific to 

10 

Holiday Liquor? 

11 

MR. AGUILERA: As opposed to any other place? 

12 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q As opposed to any other place around the area? 

14 

A Yes. 

15 

Q The — and did these individuals make any 

16 

complaints regarding drug activity, narcotic 

17 

activities, loitering in any other business within 

18 

one-mile radius of Holiday Liquor in the past two 

19 

months ? 

20 

A Have they — 

21 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

22 

MR. NWABUZOR: You may answer. 

23 

MS. ROBERTSON: I guess I'm confused about 

24 

which individuals you are talking about. 

25 

/ / / 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q Okay. Did you understand my question? I can 

3 

rephrase it. 

4 

A You can — you can say it again? 

5 

Q Okay. Now, let me also point something out. 

6 

that when they raise an objection, either Mr. Aguilera 

7 

or Ms. Robertson, it is just to preserve the records. 

8 

You know, it's not an instruction for you to not 

9 

answer. 

10 

Of could, they can ask you not to answer a 

11 

certain question when they feel it's constitutionally 

12 

protected issue or it's attorney-client privileged 

13 

information. And the attorney-client privileged 

14 

information relates to you and Mr. Aguilera. 

15 

Do you understand that? 

16 

A Yes. 

17 

Q Okay. So, my question is this: Have you 

18 

received any complaint from any member of the 

19 

community, where West Adam District and Holiday Liquor 

20 

is located, regarding drug activities at any other 

21 

businesses within two blocks of Holiday Liquor? 

22 

A No. 

23 

Q Okay. Have you received any complaints 

24 

regarding the issue of homelessness and drug use and 

25 

drug addiction and alcohol use at the liquor store. 
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1 

the intersection of La Brea and West Adams? 

2 

MS. ROBERTSON: Vague as to time. 

3 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

4 

Q In the past two months. 

5 

A If I received complaints about homeless — 

6 

Q Homelessness. 

7 

A — in the area? 

8 

Q Yeah. 

9 

MR. AGUILERA: Well, homeless use of drug and 

10 

alcohol; right? 

11 

MR. NWABUZOR: Correct. 

12 

THE WITNESS: Have I received complaints? 

13 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

14 

THE WITNESS: In the area because La Brea — 

15 

because when you say La Brea — where to? 

16 

Because La Brea and Adams cross, and then like 

17 

what are the — what specific area streets. 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q There's a liquor store by the Chevron gas 

20 

station there; correct? 

21 

A That's not my area. 

22 

Q Okay. So, the gas station at intersection of 

23 

La Brea and Adams, the Chevron gas station is not part 

24 

of your area? 

25 

A That is not part of my SLO area, no. 
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1 

Q Okay. Has anyone ever made complaints that 

2 

the homeless people are congregating in that area? 

3 

MR. AGUILERA: La Brea and Adams? 

4 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

5 

THE WITNESS: On my side, all the complaints 

6 

from residential and businesses have been on Longwood 

7 

and Adams — between Longwood and Adams, on the corner 

8 

there of Longwood and Adams on the south side. 

9 

There's complaints around 2600 La Brea, which 

10 

is New Life Church location, on that side, on the 

11 

south side of La Brea and Adams. 

12 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q How — so, again, I just want to be clear. So 

14 

you're telling me that you have not received any 

15 

complaints from the neighborhood regarding drug 

16 

activities, homeless activities at the Chevron gas 

17 

station at the intersection of La Brea and West Adams? 

18 

A The Chevron gas station is not in my area. 

19 

It's not my responsibility. That's another Senior 

20 

Lead Officer, not mine. 

21 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. But he's just asking 

22 

have you received complaints about that. 

23 

THE WITNESS: No. 

24 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. 

25 

THE WITNESS: I don't deal with those 


HINES REPORTERS 


22 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Ana Maria Mejia 


1 

complaints. 

2 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q No. My question is have you received a 

4 

complaint which is different from you dealing with a 

5 

complaint. 

6 

A No. If — when there's specific areas, you 

7 

have to give it to the Senior Lead Officer. So, I do 

8 

not deal with anything that's north — on that north 

9 

corner of La Brea and Adams. That is not my 

10 

responsibility. It's another Senior Lead Officer of 

11 

Southwest. 

12 

Q Okay. Who is the Senior Lead Officer for that 

13 

address? 

14 

A Sanchez. 

15 

Q Officer Sanchez? 

16 

A Yes. 

17 

Q Is he also located at the Southwest Division? 

18 

A Yes. 

19 

Q So, are you aware of the inflow of homeless 

20 

people from the north side of La Brea to the south 

21 

side of La Brea, the intersection of West Adams 

22 

Boulevard — 

23 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. Go ahead. 

24 

THE WITNESS: Just on my corner. Like I just 

25 

said, 2600 La Brea and then Longwood and Adams. 
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1 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q 

So you are aware of — 

3 

A 

Those — those homeless concerns and 

4 

complaints around those areas. 

5 

Q 

And is that homeless concern gone up in the 

6 

past few years? I mean, the past few months? 

7 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. I'm sorry 

8 

did you finish? 

9 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

10 

Q 

Has the homelessness issue gone up in, say. 

11 

the past six months? 

12 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

13 

answer 

if you understand it. 

14 


THE WITNESS: I think it's stayed the same. 

15 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q 

And do you see any homeless encampment — 

17 

encampment, e-n-c-a-m-p-m-e-n-t, at the intersection 

18 

of La 

Brea and West Adam, on the south side? 

19 

A 

Do I see an encampment? 

20 

Q 

Yes . 

21 

A 

No. 

22 

Q 

Do you — have you received any complaint from 

23 

the church by Holiday Liquor about homeless people 

24 

occupying the area? 

25 

A 

By — up from which church? 
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1 

Q That would be Church of the Advent, I believe. 

2 

the one — 

3 

A On Longwood? 

4 

Q — on Longwood? 

5 

A Yes. 

6 

Q Okay. And when was the last time you received 

7 

any complaint about that? 

8 

A With Reverend MacKenzie? I would say in the 

9 

fall sometime. 

10 

MR. AGUILERA: Of 2018? 

11 

THE WITNESS: Of — yes. 

12 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q When was the last time you spoke with Reverend 

14 

MacKenzie regarding the nuisance activities in the 

15 

area? 

16 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

17 

answer if you understand. 

18 

THE WITNESS: In the fall sometime, in 2018. 

19 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

20 

Q What was the general nature of the discussion 

21 

you had with Reverend MacKenzie the last time you 

22 

spoke with her? 

23 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for 

24 

speculation, but you can answer. 

25 

THE WITNESS: Concern for the crime activity 
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1 

around the neighborhood. 

2 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q Did she call you to complain about crime 

4 

activities around the neighborhood? 

5 

A I met with her. 

6 

Q Okay. And she told you she was concerned 

7 

about crime activities in the neighborhood; correct? 

8 

A Yes. 

9 

Q Okay. Did she also specifically mention that 

10 

Holiday Liquor was an issue? 

11 

A She has a good relationship with Abdul. So, 

12 

she didn't complain about Abdul. What she complained 

13 

about is the activity with the homelessness around 

14 

there. And if there's the increase of the gang 

15 

activity, she has concern for her and her employees 

16 

that work at the church. 

17 

MR. NWABUZOR: Move to strike with respect 

18 

to — that's not responsive. 

19 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

20 

Q My question is this: Did she complain to you 

21 

about nuisance activity at Holiday Liquor when you had 

22 

a meeting with her in the fall of 2018? 

23 

A No. 

24 

Q Okay. And you had also mentioned something — 

25 

are you saying that she did not complain to you 
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1 

because of her good relationship with Mr. Abdul? 

2 

A That's not what I'm saying, no. 

3 

Q So, what were you saying? You said she had a 

4 

good relationship? 

5 

A She has a good relationship with Abdul. 

6 

Q Okay. Would that be a basis for her not to 

7 

complain if there are nuisance activities at the area? 

8 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for 

9 

speculation. You can answer. 

10 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

11 

Q To your knowledge? 

12 

A Not that I'm aware of. 

13 

Q And is a good relationship with Abdul a 

14 

problem as far as your activity as an SLO in the area? 

15 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

16 

answer if you understand. 

17 

THE WITNESS: Can you repeat that? 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q The good relationship between Reverend 

20 

MacKenzie and Mr. Abdul Sheriff which you mentioned. 

21 

is there a problem with that as far as you being the 

22 

SLO in the area? 

23 

A No. 

24 

Q Okay. 

25 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. It's 
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belated. But you've answered, so it's okay. 

2 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q 

Have you had any discussions with the 

4 

neighborhood council, including the board members, as 

5 

to how 

the problems of homelessness, drug use, gang 

6 

activities can be solved, especially around the 2600 

7 

block 

of Longwood Boulevard and Adams? 

8 

A 

With the board members? 

9 

Q 

Yes . 

10 

A 

With the community members. 

11 

Q 

Okay. With the community members. 

12 

A 

Yes . 

13 

Q 

Okay. What did you discuss on how to solve 

14 

the problem? 

15 


MR. AGUILERA: Same objection as previously 

16 

stated 


17 


As long as it doesn't lead to the disclosure 

18 

of anyone that you believe would be — their safety 

19 

would 

be affected by your disclosure. 

20 


MS. ROBERTSON: I'm going to object as vague 

21 

to time and calls for a narrative. 

22 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

23 

Q 

You may answer. 

24 

A 

Can you repeat the question? 

25 

Q 

Can you read back? 
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1 

(Record read back.) 

2 

THE WITNESS: With the gang enforcement? 

3 

Increased patrols from the gang officers, especially 

4 

when we've had a shooting in the area, and then extra 

5 

patrol from the patrol officers. And then the 

6 

complaints regarding the homelessness and the drinking 

7 

in public and the narco activities, then I will reach 

8 

out to our HOPE team that comes out and deals with all 

9 

the homeless encampments in the area for the 

10 

complaints, and they bring LASA to do outreach for the 

11 

community. And that's how we — we address it as a 

12 

Senior Lead Officer. 

13 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

14 

Q So, you said bring what? LASA? What? 

15 

THE WITNESS: LASA? It's on outreach program 

16 

for the whole team. 

17 

MR. AGUILERA: It's an acronym. 

18 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. I know. I don't have it 

19 

yet. So — 

20 

MR. AGUILERA: Do you know? What does it 

21 

stand for? 

22 

THE WITNESS: I have no memory. It's like the 

23 

Los Angeles Hope Outreach. 

24 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

25 

Q Now, in addition to the homeless — 
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homelessness problem, we also have prostitution 

2 

problem in the area; correct? 

3 

A Yes. 

4 

Q Okay. Are you alleging that Holiday Liquor 

5 

has affected all — brought about the prostitution in 

6 

the area? 

7 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for a legal 

8 

conclusion. But you can answer your understanding of 

9 

his question, as a police officer. 

10 

THE WITNESS: Can you repeat? I'm not 

11 

understanding your question. 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague as well. 

13 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

14 

Q Are you stating that Holiday Liquor has 

15 

anything to do with the issue of prostitution within 

16 

the neighborhood? 

17 

A No. 

18 

Q Okay. There are also problems of mental 

19 

illness? 

20 

A Of what? 

21 

Q Mental illness of some people that loiter 

22 

within the area; correct? 

23 

THE REPORTER: I didn't understand that. 

24 

MR. NWABUZOR: Mental illness. 

25 

THE WITNESS: I'm not sure. 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q Okay. And as the SLO in the area, did you 

3 

give them any proposed line on how to solve these 

4 

vices that we've talked about? 

5 

A No. 

6 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. I'll move 

7 

to strike that to the extent the question was vague. 

8 

MR. AGUILERA: I'll join. 

9 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

10 

Q The problem — homelessness, prostitution. 

11 

drug addictions and dealings, gang activities and 

12 

mental illness, which of these issues do the 

13 

neighborhood residents tell you is the most present? 

14 

A The gang activity and the narcotics activity. 

15 

Q There is also, I believe, a liquor store east 

16 

of — one block east of Holiday Liquor. I don't know 

17 

the name. 

18 

Do you know where the Holiday Liquor store is? 

19 

A Longs. 

20 

Q Okay. Longs. 

21 

Do you still have these problems that we 

22 

talked about? Prostitution, gang activity. 

23 

loitering — 

24 

A I have not received complaints. 

25 

MR. AGUILERA: Hold on. Let him finish his 
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1 

question before you start. 

2 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q — loitering and drug dealing in that 

4 

particular — 

5 

A I haven't received complaints from residents 

6 

regarding that liquor store. 

7 

Q What time — what is the operating hour for 

8 

that store, to your knowledge? 

9 

A I'm not sure. 

10 

MR. AGUILERA: You're talking about the Longs? 

11 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. 

13 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

14 

Q Do you know what time they open? 

15 

A I would have to look at their store hours. 

16 

Q You don't know what time it closed? 

17 

A I would have to look at the store hours. 

18 

Q No. But as we sit here today, based on your 

19 

own understanding as the SLO of the area, you don't 

20 

know the operation — 

21 

A Before midnight they close. I do know that. 

22 

I just don't know the exact store hours. 

23 

Q Okay. You've met with Mr. Abdul Sheriff 

24 

several times; correct? 

25 

A Yes. 
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1 

Q Okay. And what — when was your first 

2 

meeting? 

3 

A Urn, I believe sometime in 2015. 

4 

Q Did you have a good meeting with him at the 

5 

time? 

6 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

7 

answer. 

8 

THE WITNESS: Did — was my meeting good with 

9 

Abdul? 

10 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

11 

Q Yes. 

12 

A Yes. 

13 

Q Okay. How would you describe your 

14 

relationship as SLO with Abdul Sheriff as of the 

15 

moment ? 

16 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

17 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

18 

Q And you may answer. 

19 

A Professional. 

20 

Q What do you mean by "professional"? 

21 

A Just as a Senior Lead Officer of the area. I 

22 

haven't really communicated with him recently. 

23 

Q When was the last time you communicated with 

24 

him? 

25 

A Our last meeting with you. 
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1 

Q Aside from the last meeting that we had last 

2 

month, when was the last time you communicated with 

3 

him with respect to his business activities in the 

4 

area of West Adam neighborhood? 

5 

A He approached me after another meeting in the 

6 

area in regards to the situation, what's going on with 

7 

Holiday Liquor. I don't remember the date, but it was 

8 

in the fall of 2018. 

9 

Q And do you recall what he approached you 

10 

about ? 

11 

A Regarding this whole situation with the liquor 

12 

store. 

13 

Q And did he approach you on how to work out a 

14 

solution to alleged problems? 

15 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. 

16 

THE WITNESS: When you say "alleged problems," 

17 

I don't understand. 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q You said I — he approached you after a 

20 

meeting in the fall of 2018. I'm trying to figure out 

21 

what — why he approached you or what you talked about 

22 

when he approached you? 

23 

A Just due to the fact that the nuisance 

24 

abatement was starting, and he wanted it to go away. 

25 

Q So he — 
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1 

A 

And he wanted to talk about it. 

2 

Q 

Okay. 

3 

A 

And I said, at this time we can't have that 

4 

discussion. 

5 

Q 

Okay. So, did you stop talking to him because 

6 

of the 

commencement of the lawsuit? 

7 

A 

No. I'll just — at that moment, I wasn't 

8 

going to start going into the complaints that we've 

9 

already 

discussed numerous times in different meetings 

10 

that we 

've had in regards to all the issues. 

11 

Q 

Okay. So, do you know whether he had any new 

12 

ideas as to how to solve the problems that you talked 

13 

about? 


14 

A 

Not that I'm aware of. 

15 

Q 

And have you called him regarding any 

16 

complaints around the store since the fall of 2018 to 

17 

the present? 

18 

A 

No . 

19 

Q 

It's true, is it not, that Mr. Abdul has 

20 

called 

you several times, and you did not take his 

21 

call? 


22 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague as to time. 

23 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

24 

Q 

Between fall 2018 to the present? 

25 

A 

To when in 2018? 
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1 

Q Fall 2018. 

2 

A I've taken his calls. 

3 

Q And have there been instances that you did not 

4 

return his calls? 

5 

A When? 

6 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Calls for 

7 

speculation. 

8 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

9 

Q Between fall 2018 'til the present. 

10 

MR. AGUILERA: Same objection. 

11 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, I don't — 

12 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q Have you failed to accept his calls between 

14 

fall 2018 to the present? 

15 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague, 

16 

argumentative, asked and answered. 

17 

MR. AGUILERA: Join. 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q You may answer. 

20 

A I don't understand what exactly you're asking 

21 

me. 

22 

Q How — 

23 

A I have communications with Abdul at our 

24 

meetings that you met us, with yourself in the 

25 

conference room. And then, when I've been out of the 
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area, I 

can't have any contact if I am assigned 

2 

somewhere else. 

3 

Q 

No. My specific question is, have there been 

4 

instances when he called you, Mr. Abdul, and you did 

5 

not take his call or return his calls? 

6 

A 

No . 

7 

Q 

Before you took over as the SLO, who was the 

8 

officer 

in charge of the area? 

9 

A 

Officer Biondo. 

10 

Q 

Did Mr. Biondo inform you about the problems 

11 

within 

the West Adams neighborhood before you assumed 

12 

your position as SLO in the area? 

13 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

14 

answer. 


15 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 

16 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

17 

Q 

Did he talk to you specifically about Holiday 

18 

Liquor? 


19 

A 

Yes . 

20 

Q 

And what, if anything, did he tell you about 

21 

Holiday 

Liquor? 

22 

A 

In regards to just the gang activity and the 

23 

narcotics and homeless around the area. 

24 

Q 

In regards to what? Narcotics and what? 

25 

A 

And the homeless. 
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1 

Q 

Did he tell you that Mr. Sheriff was 

2 

responsible for the homeless issues in the area? 

3 

A 

No. 

4 

Q 

Did he tell you that Mr. Abdul or his business 

5 

was responsible for the narcotics problem in the area? 

6 

A 

Yeah. With the gang members that are in the 

7 

area and the narcotics around the liquor store and 

8 

inside 

and out — 

9 

Q 

Okay. 

10 

A 

— was related. 

11 

Q 

What specifically did he tell you, as far as 

12 

the activity — the narcotics activities are concerned 

13 

with respect to Holiday Liquor? 

14 

A 

Just that West Boulevard Crips. 

15 

Q 

It was what? 

16 

A 

West Boulevard Crips. That's the gang in the 

17 

area. 

That they loiter in and out of the liquor 

18 

store. 

There's narcotics activity. 

19 

Q 

Did he tell you that Holiday Liquor, 

20 

Mr. Sheriff, was responsible for the gang activities 

21 

in and 

around the business? 

22 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

23 

answer 

if you understand. 

24 


THE WITNESS: I don't remember. 

25 

/ / / 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q Did Officer Biondo tell you that Holiday 

3 

Liquor or Mr. Abdul Sheriff contributed to the gang 

4 

activities in and around the liquor business? 

5 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

6 

answer. 

7 

THE WITNESS: When you say "contribute" — 

8 

what do you mean? 

9 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

10 

Q That is somehow — the way he manage the 

11 

business was somehow responsible for the gang activity 

12 

in and around the business? 

13 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. You're asking what 

14 

Officer Biondo told her? 

15 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q Correct. 

17 

A He just went over the problems in the area and 

18 

the problem location of Holiday Liquor and the 

19 

activities that would go on over the years, some which 

20 

I was already aware of. 

21 

Urn, but as a SLO, he mentioned the concerns 

22 

and issues and that the business owners of each 

23 

business in the area are responsible for everything 

24 

that happens inside and outside their business. 

25 

Q Based on your own experience, working there 
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for the past four or five years as the SLO, have you 

2 

formulated an opinion as to whether Holiday Liquor is 

3 

responsible for gang activities in the area? 

4 

A I feel that they are responsible for the 

5 

activity and the shootings that have occurred by 

6 

allowing the gang members to hang inside and outside. 

7 

not contacting the police to make a radio call. 

8 

Especially when you have them in front of the liquor 

9 

store hanging out, going inside the liquor store, and 

10 

they're not customers where they leave the area. 

11 

Q So, let me be clear as to your testimony that 

12 

Holiday Liquor and the management allows gang members 

13 

to hang in and outside of the liquor store? 

14 

A I'm not saying that they allow it. But it has 

15 

occurred to where gang members loiter in and out of 

16 

the liquor store for several times throughout the day. 

17 

And then I've had shootings which have occurred due to 

18 

that activity. 

19 

Q Okay. So let me be clear, what, if anything. 

20 

should Holiday Liquor and the management do with 

21 

respect to people coming in and leaving the business? 

22 

A Call the police. 

23 

Q And if they refuse to call — or fail to call 

24 

the police when those people are there — 

25 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. That calls for 


HINES REPORTERS 


40 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Ana Maria Mejia 


1 

speculation. 

2 

THE WITNESS: I don't understand the question. 

3 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

4 

Q You're saying that when — it's the 

5 

responsibility of the management to call the police 

6 

when there are gang members hanging in or around the 

7 

store; correct? 

8 

A Well, any type of business. It's responsible 

9 

to the employees and the property owner to make sure 

10 

that this activity doesn't take place in or out of 

11 

their liquor store with narcotics activities, selling 

12 

drugs and then it can result in shootings which have 

13 

occurred. So, with that being said, you have to make 

14 

a radio call. If you feel that these individuals are 

15 

doing something, because they're not customers and 

16 

they're not coming in and out, then radio call should 

17 

be made to the police to where the police will respond 

18 

and do what they need to do. 

19 

Q Now, are you saying that the management of 

20 

Holiday Liquor do not call the police when there are 

21 

people suspicious and loitering around the business? 

22 

A Not that I'm aware of, no. 

23 

MS. ROBERTSON: I believe that was a double 

24 

negative. So, just to be clear, they don't call the 

25 

police that you're aware of? 
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1 

THE WITNESS: No. 

2 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q Okay. And have you made any research, in 

4 

preparation for your depo, to find out whether or not 

5 

Holiday Liquor or management called the police 

6 

regarding any activity in the area, including gang 

7 

activities? 

8 

A No. 

9 

Q And did you specifically tell Holiday Liquor 

10 

and its management, including Mr. Sheriff, what to do 

11 

to reduce activities of the gang members in the area? 

12 

A Yes. 

13 

Q Okay. What specifically did you tell him to 

14 

do? 

15 

A I believe in many of the meetings that Abdul 

16 

and I have had, just properly let his employees know. 

17 

if there's activity going on, to make the calls to the 

18 

police, if I can have access to the cameras that were 

19 

installed, to properly post signs of trespassing and 

20 

loitering, and to close earlier. 

21 

Q With respect to closing earlier, did you give 

22 

him any specific time to close? 

23 

A Yes. 

24 

Q What time? 

25 

A Before midnight. 


HINES REPORTERS 


42 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Ana Maria Mejia 


1 

Q Any other thing that you talked about? 

2 

A Stop the sales of the singles of alcohol at a 

3 

certain time. 

4 

Q Any other thing? 

5 

A Sorry? 

6 

Q Any other thing that you talked about? 

7 

A No. 

8 

Q Okay. Do you have any information that 

9 

Mr. Sheriff or the management of liquor store has not 

10 

instructed his employees to call the police when they 

11 

see any gang activities in the area? 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Could I get that read back? 

13 

(Record read back.) 

14 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

15 

answer. Calls for speculation as well. You can 

16 

answer. 

17 

THE WITNESS: No. 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q Has Mr. Sheriff and Holiday Liquor provided 

20 

the police access to the cameras at the store for law 

21 

enforcement purposes? 

22 

A I don't have access to the cameras, no. 

23 

Q Does the police, to your knowledge, have 

24 

access to the cameras? 

25 

A I'm sorry. I can't — 
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1 

Q 

Does any of the — do the police have access 

2 

to the camera, to your knowledge? 

3 

A 

I believe one of the gang officers does now. 

4 

Q 

And to your knowledge, when did they have 

5 

access to the cameras? 

6 

A 

I don't know. 

7 

Q 

Have you ever discussed with the gang officer 

8 

regarding having access to the camera? 

9 

A 

No. 

10 

Q 

And do you have any idea as to what time 

11 

Holiday 

Liquor closes as of the present? 

12 

A 

Midnight. 

13 

Q 

To your knowledge, when did this take affect? 

14 

A 

In the last few months. 

15 

Q 

Can you give — can you be more specific? 

16 

A 

No. 

17 

Q 

How about the sales of single-shot liquor and 

18 

alcohol? 

Do you know if that's ongoing at Holiday 

19 

Liquor? 


20 

A 

I don't know. 

21 

Q 

When was the last time you looked into that to 

22 

find out 

if that is ongoing? 

23 

A 

I don't know. 

24 

Q 

Can you give us an estimate? 

25 

A 

No. 
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1 

Q 

Okay. Do you know whether all the other 

2 

stores within the area — and by that I mean, within 

3 

one-mile 

radius — also sells single servings of 

4 

alcohol 

and liquor? 

5 

A 

No. 

6 

Q 

No, you don't know? Or no, they don't sell? 

7 

A 

They sell liquor. 

8 

Q 

Did they sell also the single shot? Single 

9 

serving? 


10 

A 

I believe so, yes. 

11 

Q 

Okay. Have you requested them to cease 

12 

selling 

single? 

13 

A 

I've never had issues at the store, so we've 

14 

never had the conversation about it. 

15 

Q 

You talked about the shooting that took place 

16 

in April 

of 2015 in your declaration. Remember that? 

17 

A 

Yes . 

18 

Q 

Where did the shooting occur? 

19 

A 

On the corner of Longwood and Adams. 

20 

Q 

Is that where Holiday Liquor is located? 

21 

A 

It's right next door. 

22 

Q 

Which of the buildings? 

23 

A 

I'm sorry? 

24 


MS. ROBERTSON: Which of the buildings? 

25 

/ / / 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q Yeah. Strike that. 

3 

It's true that the shooting occurred around 

4 

the entrance to the church on Longwood and Adams; 

5 

correct? 

6 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. I just — 

7 

when you're saying "shooting" — 

8 

MR. NWABUZOR: Counsel, we are just making 

9 

specific reference to one shooting here which is the 

10 

one occurred on April 23, 2015. 

11 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. Okay. 

12 

MR. NWABUZOR: Officer Mejia, you know that's 

13 

what I'm talking about; right? 

14 

THE WITNESS: The homicide? 

15 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

16 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

17 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

18 

Q So, I'm focusing on that at the moment, okay? 

19 

So, that shooting occurred in front of the 

20 

church, next to Holiday Liquor; correct? 

21 

A Well, when you say "in front of the church," 

22 

there's the church, and then there's a side house of 

23 

Reverend MacKenzie's office and the side door. The 

24 

shooting occurred on Longwood and Adams, from my 

25 

knowledge. 
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1 

Q 

Okay. And the shooting did not occur in front 

2 

of Holiday Liquor on Adams? 

3 

A 

No. 

4 

Q 

And the entrance to the church is on Longwood 

5 

Avenue; 

correct ? 

6 

A 

There's — you can go through Adams and 

7 

Longwood into the church parking lot there. 

8 

Q 

And at the time of the shooting, the church 

9 

was not 

fenced in; correct? 

10 

A 

No. 

11 

Q 

And it is fenced in now; correct? 

12 

A 

Yes . 

13 

Q 

Do you have any evidence that the people who 

14 

were shot on April 23rd, 2015, were hanging out at 

15 

Holiday 

Liquor? 

16 

A 

It's an ongoing investigation because it's a 

17 

homicide that has not been solved. So, no, I don't. 

18 

It's a 

homicide. 

19 

Q 

Do you have any evidence that a group of 

20 

people 

that were shot had been to Holiday Liquor 

21 

before 

the shooting? 

22 

A 

It's still an ongoing investigation. 

23 


MR. AGUILERA: So, Officer, are you saying 

24 

it's ongoing and you can't answer or — 

25 


THE WITNESS: Yeah. 
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1 

MR. AGUILERA: What are you saying? 

2 

THE WITNESS: I can't answer that. It's an 

3 

ongoing investigation. 

4 

MR. AGUILERA: Yeah. So, the objection is 

5 

that it's privileged and protected under, I think, the 

6 

Evidence and Criminal Codes because it is an ongoing 

7 

investigation. 

8 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

9 

Q So, you cannot make any statement now as to 

10 

whether or not they had been to Holiday Liquor — 

11 

Holiday Liquor because an ongoing investigation; 

12 

correct? 

13 

A Yes. 

14 

Q Do you have any evidence as to where the 

15 

shooters came from regarding the incident of April 23, 

16 

2015? 

17 

MR. AGUILERA: Well, same objection, but you 

18 

can — as long as you're not divulging anything that's 

19 

not supposed to be divulged, at this point you can 

20 

answer. 

21 

THE WITNESS: I just know to — there was a 

22 

shooting that occurred, and it's a homicide — 

23 

resulted in a homicide. 

24 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

25 

Q Was the shooting, to your knowledge, captured 
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1 

by any 

video camera? 

2 

A 

Yes . 

3 

Q 

Okay. And which video cameras was that? 

4 

A 

What was — 

5 

Q 

Whose video camera, to your knowledge. 

6 

captured the shooting? 

7 

A 

Reverend MacKenzie and Abdul was — he was 

8 

responsible for the cameras. 

9 

Q 

Okay. What do you mean that he was 

10 

responsible for the cameras? 

11 

A 

He had all access to the cameras that were on 

12 

the church. 

13 


MR. AGUILERA: "He" is Mr. — 

14 


THE WITNESS: Mr. Abdul — 

15 


MR. AGUILERA: Okay. 

16 


THE WITNESS: — Sheriff. 

17 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

18 

Q 

And so Mr. — you saying he installed the 

19 

camera 

at the church? 

20 

A 

Yes . 

21 

Q 

And he alone has the access to the camera at 

22 

the church? 

23 

A 

To my knowledge, yes. 

24 

Q 

And do you know why he installed the camera at 

25 

the church? 
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1 

A 

Whatever conversation he had with Reverend 

2 

MacKenzie, in their discussions. 

3 

Q 

Is his installation of the camera at the 

4 

church 

helpful as far as law enforcement activities 

5 

are concerned? 

6 

A 

I think it was helpful for that shooting. 

7 

Q 

How about in your overall investigation of 

8 

crime . 

activities in the area? 

9 


MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague, calls for 

10 

speculation. But you can answer. 

11 


THE WITNESS: Can you repeat that? 

12 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

13 

Q 

Is the installation of the camera at the 

14 

church 

helpful in the police enforcement of law within 

15 

the area? 

16 

A 

I think if a crime occurs, the cameras are 

17 

helpful so that we can look at the video and obtain 

18 

the information needed for the investigation. 

19 

Q 

Do the cameras help in the prevention of 

20 

crime? 


21 

A 

Preventing crime? 

22 

Q 

Yeah. 

23 

A 

No. 

24 

Q 

With respect to the activities which you 

25 

allege 

, that nuisance activities around Holiday 
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1 

Liquor, have you noticed any changes between December 

2 

2018 to the present? 

3 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. You can 

4 

answer. 

5 

THE WITNESS: Have I noticed any change? No. 

6 

We still have problems. 

7 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

8 

Q When was the last time that a problem was 

9 

reported? Aside from the one we talked about two 

10 

months ago. 

11 

A I believe there was an incident with Abdul's 

12 

security guard, with the gang officers. 

13 

Q Is that part of the nuisance problem we are 

14 

referring to? I’m referring to the nuisance problem. 

15 

I'm not talking about — I know what you talking 

16 

about. This is what we talked about when we met. 

17 

As far as nuisance activities are concerned. 

18 

have you noticed any changes between December 2018 to 

19 

the present? 

20 

A From December to present, I still get the 

21 

complaints from the community in regards to the 

22 

activity. 

23 

Q Okay. Between December to now, have you 

24 

driven past area to inspect what's going on around the 

25 

area? 
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1 

A Yes. I've been in the area. 

2 

Q Okay. And have you noticed any changes? 

3 

A Um — 

4 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

5 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. When you say "changes," 

6 

you got — tell me what change is. 

7 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

8 

Q Oh, changes for, is the place the same? Has 

9 

it improved? Has it gotten worse? That's what change 

10 

is about. 

11 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Join. 

13 

THE WITNESS: Can you specify? 

14 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

15 

Q Changes, for instance, do you see more 

16 

loitering in front of the store between December 2018 

17 

to the present? 

18 

A Well, I — December, I already told you that I 

19 

was out on loan, so I wouldn't observe anything in 

20 

December through January. 

21 

Q I said between December to present, meaning 

22 

'til now. 

23 

A If I've seen — if I've seen, when I've 

24 

patrolled? There's still activity that goes on. 

25 

Q So, that is remained the same, to your 
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1 

knowledge? 

2 

A 

Um, I would say yes. 

3 

Q 

Okay. So nothing has changed, to your 

4 

knowledge? 

5 

A 

Maybe the activity, um, in the evening time. 

6 

with it - 

— with Abdul closing at midnight, some of the 

7 

activity 

can lessen. 

8 

Q 

Okay. Have you noticed that — in the past 

9 

five months, that there has been the presence of 

10 

security 

guard — armed security guard at the business 

11 

location: 


12 

A 

Have I noticed? 

13 

Q 

Yes . 

14 

A 

Is there — does he have one? Is that what — 

15 

what are 

you asking me? 

16 

Q 

Yeah. Does — has he had an armed security 

17 

guard at 

the business from December to present? 

18 

A 

Yeah. 

19 

Q 

Okay. 

20 

A 

I was told he has had an armed security guard 

21 

and that 

the gang officers had an issue with him. 

22 

Q 

Have you seen the armed security guard doing 

23 

the patrol of the area? 

24 

A 

Patrolling the area? 

25 

Q 

Yes . 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


A No . 

MR. AGUILERA: No. Have you seen the armed 
security guard when you're patrolling? That's how I 
understand it. 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

Q Correct. 

A Oh. 

MR. AGUILERA: Have you seen him? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

Q Okay. It's true that one of the proposals you 
made to curb the activities there was to have an armed 
security guard; correct? 

A To assist with the issues that occurred, to 

have a professional security guard from a company that 
was presented to Abdul to have working at the liquor 
store, yes, to prevent some of these issues that 
occurred. 

Q What do you mean by company present to Abdul? 

A I believe the city attorneys mentioned a 

company, urn, just so that the appropriate attire and 
documentation — so it doesn't get confused with 
police officers that are in the area providing a 
patrol, doing any interactions out there. 

Because we had an incident with the security 
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1 

guard on the premises now with our gang officers. 

2 

Q Well, again, we've talked about this before. 

3 

My question is this: You had requested that an armed 

4 

security guard be posted to deter people who are 

5 

loitering in the area; correct? 

6 

A To deter? 

7 

Q No. To deter. 

8 

A Uh-huh. 

9 

Q For loitering. Yes. 

10 

A I feel that we requested to have armed 

11 

security to prevent gang members and narco activity 

12 

and shootings from occurring and also making sure that 

13 

if — instead of having people hanging out, like the 

14 

problems we've occurred over the last few years, then 

15 

it's going to help get rid of that problem. 

16 

Q Okay. 

17 

A Or at least — 

18 

Q So, to your knowledge, there's an armed 

19 

security guard right now; correct? 

20 

A To my knowledge, yes. 

21 

Q And to your knowledge — strike that. 

22 

Do you have any information that the present 

23 

armed security guard is allowing people to loiter in 

24 

the area? 

25 

A Is allowing to have people loiter? 
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1 

Q Yes. 

2 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Calls for 

3 

speculation. 

4 

THE WITNESS: I'm not sure. 

5 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. So, I think we've been 

6 

going on for what? About an hour? So we can take 

7 

about ten minutes break and then — 

8 

MR. AGUILERA: Sure. 

9 

MR. NWABUZOR: — We'll come back. 

10 

(Break taken. ) 

11 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

12 

Q All right. So we're back on the record. 

13 

So, Officer, with respect to 911 calls or 

14 

calls from Holiday Liquor, my question is this: If 

15 

calls are made by Holiday Liquor, what number are they 

16 

required to call? 

17 

MR. AGUILERA: Well, objection. Calls for 

18 

speculation. But you can answer. 

19 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

20 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

21 

Q If there are crime activities going on and 

22 

they are required to report by calling, including all 

23 

gang members being present, what number are they 

24 

required to call? 

25 

A Well, if they feel it's an emergency — 


HINES REPORTERS 


56 




The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Ana Maria Mejia 


1 

Q 

Yes . 

2 

A 

— 911. 

3 

Q 

And if it's not an emergency, what number? 

4 

A 

87 7-ASK-LAPD. 

5 

Q 

Okay. So did you give them any instruction as 

6 

to what 

number to call if there are gang members 

7 

loitering around the store? 

8 

A 

If anybody — whether it's a business or 

9 

someone 

that lives in the community as a resident, if 

10 

you feel 

that it is requiring the police to respond 

11 

immediately, I always advise to call 911. 

12 


Because if you're in fear that something's 

13 

going to 

escalate with gang activity, 911. 

14 

Q 

Now, with respect to Holiday Liquor, what 

15 

number - 

- which are the phone numbers that they are 

16 

required 

to call if they notice activities of gang 

17 

members 

or narco activities around the premises? 

18 

A 

If they feel it's an emergency — 

19 

Q 

Yes . 

20 

A 

— or feel it's going to escalate, 911. 

21 

Q 

So, if they call 911, how do you know that 

22 

they made the call? 

23 

A 

If they spoke with a 911 operator? 

24 

Q 

Correct. 

25 

A 

How would I know? 
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1 

Q Yes. 

2 

A You can pull the radio calls made from 

3 

properties. 

4 

Q Okay. So, have you tried to pull the radio 

5 

calls made from that property between August 2018 to 

6 

now? 

7 

A Have I pulled radio calls? No. 

8 

Q So is there any way for you to, then, tell 

9 

whether or not calls were made to 911 from Holiday 

10 

Liquor between August 2018 to present? 

11 

A You can get that information, yes. 

12 

Q So, as of the present, you don't have such 

13 

information; true? 

14 

A Well, you can get the information. If I was 

15 

required to get the information of any 911 calls made 

16 

or any other non-emergencies made from the actual 

17 

location, then we go retrieve what calls were made 

18 

from that report. 

19 

Q Okay. But my question is, though, that as we 

20 

sit here today, you don't know if there were calls 

21 

made by — or from Holiday Liquor to 911? 

22 

A I would have to look up those radio calls 

23 

made. 

24 

Q Okay. Again, you don't know as we sit here 

25 

today; correct? 
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1 

A No. I would have to look up the calls, yes. 

2 

Q And with respect to your duties as an SLO, I 

3 

want to be clear, who is responsible for activities 

4 

west of Adams and La Brea? 

5 

A West of Adams and La Brea? 

6 

Q Yes. 

7 

A Is Senior Lead Sanchez. 

8 

Q How about east of Adams and La Brea? 

9 

A Well, it depends on the exact location. So, I 

10 

start at Adams and La Brea on the south side. And 

11 

when you go up to Longwood, I start on the north and 

12 

south side down to Crenshaw. 

13 

Q Okay. So the Chevron gas station that we 

14 

talked about is located on the northeast corner of La 

15 

Brea; correct? 

16 

A Yes. And that's Sergio Sanchez's area. That 

17 

would be SLO 1. 

18 

Q Okay. SLO 1? 

19 

A SLO 1. 

20 

Q Okay. And you have not — have you had any 

21 

meetings with the owner of that gas station? 

22 

A It's not in my area. So, you would have to 

23 

speak with — 

24 

Q No. My question is this — 

25 

A You would have to talk to Sergio Sanchez about 
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1 

that area because that property is in his area. 

2 

Q 

I don't understand that because, based on your 

3 

testimony, you've stated that, you know, that belongs 

4 

to Officer Sanchez. 

5 

A 

Yes . 

6 

Q 

But my question is specifically, you've never 

7 

had any meetings with the owner of that store 

8 

regarding criminal activities in that area? 

9 

A 

It's not in my area, so I wouldn't have any 

10 

meetings, 

no. 

11 

Q 

Okay. And have you had any meetings with the 

12 

owner of 

Longs Market? 

13 

A 

Yes . 

14 

Q 

Okay. 

15 

A 

Meetings? Not like a specific meeting, but 

16 

just when I make contact with the new owner. 

17 

Q 

Okay. And did you have any meetings with 

18 

former owner regarding criminal activities in the 

19 

area? 


20 

A 

We've had just regular community meetings with 

21 

the business and the residents. 

22 

Q 

Did you specifically request them to cease 

23 

doing business before 12, midnight? 

24 

A 

Well, they closed early. 

25 

Q 

No. I'm just asking whether you requested 
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1 

them to 

do that. 

2 

A 

I didn't have to request them to do that 

3 

because 

they already closed early. 

4 

Q 

So, as of the time you took over as the SLO in 

5 

that area from Officer Biondo, they were already 

6 

closing 

before midnight? 

7 

A 

Longs Liquor? 

8 

Q 

Yes . 

9 

A 

Is what you're talking about? 

10 

Q 

Correct. 

11 

A 

Yeah. They closed before midnight. 

12 

Q 

That was before you took over? 

13 

A 

That was when I took over, they closed at 

14 

midnight. 

15 

Q 

No. I'm saying was that after you took over 

16 

or before you took over? 

17 

A 

I don't know what was before, but when I 

18 

became the SLO, that was the hours at that time, and 

19 

I'm assuming that was the hours before as well. 

20 

Q 

Okay. 

21 

A 

The only liquor store that we knew in the 

22 

area, that was shared with me, was Holiday Liquor that 

23 

they stayed open later. 

24 

Q 

Okay. And as of the present, it's to your 

25 

knowledge that they close before midnight; correct? 
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1 

A 

Longs Liquor? 

2 

Q 

No. Holiday Liquor. 

3 

A 

They just recently started closing, yes, to my 

4 

knowledge, at midnight. 

5 

Q 

Okay. Between August 2018 to the present — 

6 

strike that. 

7 


Between January 2019 to the present, are you 

8 

aware of 

any arrests of gang members? 

9 

A 

I would have to look at the arrest reports. 

10 

Q 

Okay. Who would know that? 

11 

A 

Who would — 

12 

Q 

The officer that would know that in your 

13 

department? 

14 

A 

Who — 

15 

Q 

Which officer, yeah. 

16 

A 

Well, just if anybody made an arrest, you just 

17 

are able 

to find out who — if there was an arrest 

18 

made at , 

a location. 

19 

Q 

All right. As we sit here today, do you have 

20 

any opinion as to how the nuisance activities, as 

21 

you've described, can be arrested or reduced around 

22 

the area 

of Holiday Liquor? 

23 


MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Calls for a 

24 

narrative. 

25 


THE WITNESS: I don't understand your 
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1 

question. 

2 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

3 

Q Okay. I will rephrase it. 

4 

A Okay. 

5 

Q That's fair. 

6 

As we sit here today, do you have opinion as 

7 

to how the nuisance activities around Holiday Liquor 

8 

can either be eliminated or reduced? 

9 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Calls for a 

10 

narrative. 

11 

MR. NWABUZOR: You may answer. 

12 

THE WITNESS: Can you just repeat that last 

13 

part? The — I'm trying to have a clear question. 

14 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. Can you read it back? 

15 

(Record read back.) 

16 

THE WITNESS: So, how things can be reduced? 

17 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

18 

Q Correct. 

19 

A Is — especially with the complaints and the 

20 

crime that has occurred, by closing early, by having 

21 

that armed security guard. Single sales, do it at a 

22 

certain time and end it at a certain time. And the 

23 

loitering in and out of the liquor store, if all that 

24 

can be enforced and the responsibility of the owner as 

25 

well to advise his employees if there's activity going 
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1 

on, to make those calls to the police. That, I feel. 

2 

will help lower the issues and eliminate certain major 

3 

problems that we have right there. 

4 

Q And the gang activities in West Boulevard is a 

5 

serious problem; correct? 

6 

A The gang activity? 

7 

Q Yes. 

8 

A It's a serious problem? Oh, yeah. All gang 

9 

activity is a problem. 

10 

Q And you are not stating that a gang — that 

11 

the liquor store owners are responsible for the gang 

12 

activities in the area? 

13 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. 

14 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. 

15 

MR. AGUILERA: Vague. 

16 

MR. NWABUZOR: You may answer. 

17 

THE WITNESS: Can you repeat that? 

18 

(Record read back.) 

19 

THE WITNESS: I think that it is the 

20 

responsibility as the business owner, like Holiday 

21 

Liquor, that, if there is activity with a gang in the 

22 

area where they hang out — and I've had crimes where 

23 

there's been assaults or shootings — then it is a 

24 

responsibility to engage in the activity and advise 

25 

the employees to contact the police immediately when 
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1 

those same individuals are starting to hang out in the 

2 

liquor store. 

3 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

4 

Q Okay. And this is based on the assumption 

5 

that the crime does not start immediately; correct? 

6 

MR. AGUILERA: Objection. Vague. 

7 

THE WITNESS: Well, the crimes that have 

8 

occurred are due to the fact that they're hanging out 

9 

at that location. And when I have had shootings. 

10 

there's other individuals that had come from other 

11 

areas that interact with these individuals that have 

12 

escalated it to where I've had a result where shooting 

13 

has happened. And if I have them hanging out in front 

14 

or inside the liquor store without having them be 

15 

advised to leave, as a customer coming in and out. 

16 

leaving, and if you're just hanging out there, it's a 

17 

problem. 

18 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

19 

Q Do you have any evidence, between January and 

20 

now, that gang members hang inside or outside the 

21 

store? 

22 

MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague. 

23 

MR. AGUILERA: Join. 

24 

THE WITNESS: When you say "evidence" — 

25 

/ / / 
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1 

BY MR. NWABUZOR: 

2 

Q Any form of evidence, any proof, something to 

3 

show that they continue to hang there? 

4 

A I think I can speak with the officers that 

5 

work gangs . 

6 

Q No. 

7 

A Who encounter — 

8 

Q I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I shouldn't do that. 

9 

I'm not supposed to interrupt you. Sorry. Finish 

10 

your statement. 

11 

A If I meet with a gang officer and if they have 

12 

any issues with that specific location, they would 

13 

advise me whether an arrest has been made or if 

14 

they've stopped individuals. So, it just depends on 

15 

what's going on in or around the liquor store. 

16 

But it will be advised, and I'11 still get 

17 

complaints from the residents. 

18 

Q Okay. Officer Mejia, my question is this: 

19 

Based on what you know as the SLO in the area, are you 

20 

aware whether gang members are hanging out inside or 

21 

outside of the store from January 2019 to the present? 

22 

A I still believe they're hanging out, yes. 

23 

Q Okay. Do you know? 

24 

A Urn, from what I've been told by the gang 

25 

officers, they still loiter in the area, yes. 
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1 

Q 

Okay. So you — that is based on what you — 

2 

I'll move to strike. 

3 

A 

What I have been told, yes. 

4 

Q 

Okay. And are you aware of any arrest made 

5 

for any 

criminal activities at or around the store 

6 

between 

January 2019 to the present? 

7 

A 

I would have to pull the reports. 

8 

Q 

Okay. But as we sit here today, you don't 

9 

know? 

You don't have any such information? 

10 

A 

I would have to pull the reports. 

11 

Q 

I know you have to pull the report. But as 

12 

the SLO 

for the community, as we sit here today, you 

13 

don't have any information of any report? 

14 

A 

No . 

15 

Q 

How many times have you had discussions with 

16 

the Councilman for District 10 regarding Holiday 

17 

Liquor? 


18 


MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Are you referring 

19 

specifically to Herb Wesson or anyone in his office? 

20 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

21 

Q 

Anyone in his office. 

22 

A 

With the civilian deputy. 

23 

Q 

And what is the name of the civilian deputy? 

24 

A 

Kamani (phonetic). 

25 

Q 

When was the last time you had discussion with 
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Kamani 

regarding Holiday Liquor? 

2 

A 

Urn, probably in the fall of 2018. 

3 

Q 

And what was the nature of the discussion you 

4 

had in 

the fall of 2018? 

5 

A 

Just that, um, the abatement was happening. 

6 

Q 

Did anyone at the Councilman's office prevail 

7 

on you 

to file the abatement action against Holiday 

8 

Liquor? 


9 

A 

No. 

10 

Q 

Did anyone within the community prevail on you 

11 

to file 

the abatement action? 

12 


MS. ROBERTSON: Objection. Vague as to who 

13 

files the abatement. 

14 


THE WITNESS: When you say "anyone," I — 

15 

BY MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

16 

Q 

Did any resident within the area prevail on 

17 

you to 

take actions to record nuisance activity as 

18 

alleged 

. in the complaint? 

19 

A 

To do an abatement? 

20 

Q 

Yes . 

21 

A 

No. 

22 

Q 

Have you heard the name of a company called 

23 

CIM Group? 

24 

A 

I don't know who that is. 

25 

Q 

Okay. And have you had any discussion with 
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1 

anyone called — calling from CIM Group? 

2 

A No. 

3 

Q How about anyone known as Chele Cuber 

4 

(phonetic)? 

5 

A Who are these people? 

6 

Q I'm just asking you. You may not know them. 

7 

I'm just asking you if you know them. 

8 

A No. 

9 

Q Officer Mejia, is it your intention to close 

10 

Holiday Liquor? 

11 

A No. 

12 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. I don't have any other 

13 

questions for now. 

14 

MR. AGUILERA: Nothing from me. 

15 

MS. ROBERTSON: Nothing from me. 

16 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 

17 

MS. ROBERTSON: Can I get the spelling of that 

18 

last name you just asked? 

19 

MR. NWABUZOR: I think it's C — phonetically 

20 

speaking, I think it's C-u-b-e-r. 

21 

MS. ROBERTSON: C-u-b-e-r. And the first name 

22 

is Chele? 

23 

MR. NWABUZOR: Chele — 

24 

MS. ROBERTSON: You don't know how to spell 

25 

it? 
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MR. NWABUZOR: No. If I find it, I will tell 

2 

you. 

3 

Counsel, how do you want to handle this? You 

4 

want it to be sent to your office? 

5 

MR. AGUILERA: Let me propose the stipulation. 

6 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 

7 

MR. AGUILERA: And Drew, I don't know your 

8 

time limits, so you can jump in here. 

9 

MS. ROBERTSON: He has more of a time limit 

10 

than I do. 

11 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yeah. 

12 

MR. AGUILERA: Okay. So, what I would propose 

13 

is that the court reporter forward the transcript to 

14 

my office, to my attention, and I will see to it that 

15 

Officer Mejia has an opportunity to review it. And 

16 

then I will inform you of changes, corrections. 

17 

anything of that nature. 

18 

So tell me your time limits. 

19 

MR. NWABUZOR: I need it as quickly as 

20 

possible because we have to file responsive pleadings. 

21 

So, can you do that within a week of receipt? 

22 

MR. AGUILERA: So, you're going to have it 

23 

expedited? 

24 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yeah. 

25 

MR. AGUILERA: So, when will we get this? 
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THE 

REPORTER: 

This is 

the first I'm hearing 

2 

of this. 




3 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

We'll need within a week. 

4 

THE 

REPORTER: 

So, you 

'll have it within a 

5 

week. 




6 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

Okay. 

And then how long after 

7 

I get it are 

you asking 

for? 


8 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

You can 

do it in a week; right? 

9 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

So two 

weeks from today? 

10 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

Yeah. 


11 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

Okay. 

So, if I get it a week 

12 

from today. 

are you going to be 

anywhere. Officer? 

13 

THE 

WITNESS: 

No. 


14 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

Okay. 

We'll make sure she gets 

15 

it . 




16 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

Do you 

think — I don't know 

17 

how long it' 

s going to 

take her 

to do it. It's my — 

18 

the pressure 

is on me. 



19 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

The court reporter is going to 

20 

get it to me 

in a week. 



21 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

Okay. 


22 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

I will 

get it from Officer 

23 

Mejia, and we'll inform 

you in 

a week, the date I get 

24 

it, of any corrections 

and the 

fact of signature under 

25 

penalty of perjury; is 

that okay? 


HINES REPORTERS 


71 





The People of the State of CA vs. Freetown Holdings Company Deposition of Ana Maria Mejia 


1 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

Sure. And you maintain custody 

2 

of — 



3 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

Of the original. 

4 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

— And produce the same at the 

5 

hearing — 



6 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

At the hearing. 

7 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

— or trial. And if the 

8 

original is 

not produced upon reasonable request, then 

9 

a certified. 

true copy 

of the original can be used for 

10 

all purposes 

in this case. 

11 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

So stipulated. 

12 

MS . 

ROBERTSON 

: So stipulated. 

13 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: 

Thank you. 

14 

THE 

REPORTER: 

Does anyone want copies? 

15 

MR. 

AGUILERA: 

Why don't — so, we'll take the 

16 

deluxe package. So I 

think that's a copy and the 

17 

electronic version as 

well. 

18 

THE 

REPORTER: 

Very good. Thank you. 

19 

(The deposition concluded at 12:23 p.m.) 

20 



* * * 

21 




22 




23 




24 




25 
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DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY 

I, ANA MARIA MEJIA, do hereby certify under 
penalty of perjury that I have read the foregoing 
transcript of my deposition taken June 10, 2019; that 
I have made such corrections on the errata sheet 
provided; that my testimony as contained herein, as 
corrected, is true and correct. 

DATED this _ day of _, 20_ at 

_, California. 


ANA MARIA MEJIA 
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2 

REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION 

3 

I, Carol L. Mitchell, CSR No. 12319 for the 

4 

State of California, do hereby certify: 

5 

That the foregoing witness was by me duly 

6 

sworn; that the deposition was then taken before me at 

7 

the time and place herein set forth; that the 

8 

testimony and proceedings were reported 

9 

stenographically by me and later transcribed into 

10 

typewriting under my direction; that the foregoing is 

11 

a true record of the testimony and proceedings taken 

12 

at the time. 

13 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name 

14 

this 17th day of June, 2019. 

15 
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19 


20 

CAROL L. MITCHELL, CSR NO. 12319 
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